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University of Illinois | Krannert Center Foellinger Great Hall | 500 S Goodwin Ave. Urbana, IL 

Tickets ($10-$33) and information: www.krannertcenter.com 
 

The Jupiter String Quartet, an ensemble of eloquent intensity, has matured into one of the mainstays of the 

American chamber-music scene.” – The New Yorker 

 

Watch Jupiter Quartet perform Schubert’s Death and the Maiden | www.jupiterquartet.com 

 

Urbana, IL – On Tuesday, September 17, 2019 at 7:30pm, the Jupiter String Quartet, quartet-in-residence at the 

University of Illinois, opens Krannert Center’s 2019-20 Classical Mix Series in Foellinger Great Hall (500 S. 

Goodwin Ave). This program kicks off Beethoven’s Orbit, Jupiter Quartet’s series of concerts celebrating 

Beethoven’s 250th birthday. Over the next two seasons, the Quartet pairs works by Beethoven with some of the great 

composers who surrounded him over the last 250 years.  

 

For this program, the Jupiter Quartet joins Beethoven’s Quartet in F Major, Op. 18 No. 1 with Janáček’s Quartet No. 

1 “Kreutzer Sonata.” To close the program, they will join forces with a frequent collaborator, pianist Jon Nakamatsu 

– known internationally for the panache and elegance of his solo, concerto, and chamber performances – for Brahms’ 

Piano Quintet in F Minor, Op. 34. 

 

The Jupiters feel lucky to have a long and enjoyable history of collaborations with Jon Nakamatsu, whom they have 

known for over a decade. Violist Liz Freivogel says, “He plays with both extreme finesse and sensitivity, making him 

a valued chamber music partner.” Most recently, they met to perform together on Cape Cod, where he helps to run the 

Cape Cod Chamber Music Festival. 

  

The Jupiter String Quartet is a particularly intimate group, consisting of violinists Nelson Lee and Meg Freivogel, 

violist Liz Freivogel (Meg’s older sister), and cellist Daniel McDonough (Meg’s husband, Liz’s brother-in-law). Now 

enjoying their 17th year together, this tight-knit ensemble is firmly established as an important voice in the world of 

chamber music. The New Yorker claims, “The Jupiter String Quartet, an ensemble of eloquent intensity, has matured 

into one of the mainstays of the American chamber-music scene.” 
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https://krannertcenter.com/events/jupiter-string-quartet-jon-nakamatsu-piano
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The quartet has performed in some of the world’s finest halls, including New York City’s Carnegie Hall and Lincoln 

Center, London’s Wigmore Hall, Boston’s Jordan Hall, Mexico City's Palacio de Bellas Artes, Washington, D.C.’s 

Kennedy Center and Library of Congress, Austria’s Esterhazy Palace, and Seoul’s Sejong Chamber Hall. Their major 

music festival appearances include the Aspen Music Festival and School, Bowdoin Music Festival, Cape Cod 

Chamber Music Festival, Rockport Music Festival, the Banff Centre, Virginia Arts Festival, Music at Menlo, 

Maverick Concerts, Caramoor International Music Festival, Lanaudiere Festival, West Cork (Ireland) Chamber Music 

Festival, Skaneateles Festival, Madeline Island Music Festival, Yellow Barn Festival, Encore Chamber Music 

Festival, the inaugural Chamber Music Athens, and the Seoul Spring Festival, among others. In addition to their 

performing career, they have been artists-in-residence at the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana since 2012, 

where they maintain private studios and direct the chamber music program. 

 

Their chamber music honors and awards include the grand prizes in the Banff International String Quartet 

Competition and the Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition; the Young Concert Artists International 

auditions in New York City; the Cleveland Quartet Award from Chamber Music America; an Avery Fisher Career 

Grant; and a grant from the Fromm Foundation. From 2007-2010, they were in residence at the Chamber Music 

Society of Lincoln Center’s Chamber Music Two. 

 

The Jupiter String Quartet feels a particular connection to the core string quartet repertoire; they have presented the 

complete Bartok and Beethoven string quartets on numerous occasions. Also strongly committed to new music, they 

have commissioned works by Syd Hodkinson, Hannah Lash, Dan Visconti, Mark Adamo, Pierre Jalbert, and Kati 

Agócs. 

 

The quartet’s latest album Alchemy (Marquis Classics, 2019) with Australian pianist Bernadette Harvey features 

world premiere recordings by Pierre Jalbert, Steven Stucky, and Carl Vine. EarRelevant proclaims, “Performed with 

great sensitivity and attention to detail, this album marks an important addition to the recorded repertory of new 

chamber music.” The quartet’s discography also includes numerous recordings on labels including Azica Records, 

Marquis Classics, and Deutsche Grammophon. 

 

The Jupiters place a strong emphasis on developing relationships with future classical music audiences through 

educational performances in schools and other community centers. They believe that, because of the intensity of its 

interplay and communication, chamber music is one of the most effective ways of spreading an enthusiasm for 

“classical” music to new audiences. The quartet has also held numerous masterclasses for young musicians at 

Northwestern University, Eastman School of Music, the Aspen Music Festival, Encore Chamber Festival, Madeline 

Island Music Festival, and Peabody Conservatory. 

 

The quartet chose its name because Jupiter was the most prominent planet in the night sky at the time of its formation 

and the astrological symbol for Jupiter resembles the number four. They are also proud to list among their 

accomplishments in recent years the addition of seven quartet children: Pablo, Lillian, Clara, Dominic, Felix, Oliver, 

and Joelle. You may spot some of these miniature Jupiters in the audience or tagging along to rehearsals, along with 

their grandparent babysitters. 

 

For information, visit www.jupiterquartet.com. 

 

American pianist Jon Nakamatsu continues to draw unanimous praise as a true aristocrat of the keyboard, whose 

playing combines elegance, clarity, and electrifying power. A native of California, Nakamatsu came to international 

attention in 1997 when he was named Gold Medalist of the Tenth Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, the 

only American to have achieved this distinction since 1981. Nakamatsu has performed widely in North and South 

America, Europe, and the Far East, collaborating with such conductors as James Conlon, Marek Janowski, Raymond 

Leppard, Stanislaw Skrowaczewski, Osmo Vänskä and Hans Vonk. He also performed at a White House concert hosted 

by President and Mrs. Clinton. 

 

Nakamatsu's extensive recital tours throughout the U.S. and Europe have featured appearances in New York's Carnegie 

Hall and Lincoln Center, Washington D.C.'s Kennedy Center, and in Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, Paris, London and 

Milan. He has worked with various chamber ensembles - among them the Brentano, Tokyo, Kuss, Jupiter, Cypress, 

Prazak and Ying String Quartets - and has toured repeatedly with the Berlin Philharmonic Wind Quintet. Together with 

http://www.jupiterquartet.com/


clarinetist Jon Manasse, Nakamatsu tours continually as a member of the Manasse/Nakamatsu Duo. The Duo also 

serves as Artistic Directors of the esteemed Cape Cod Chamber Music Festival in Massachusetts. 

 

Nakamatsu records exclusively for harmonia mundi usa, which has released thirteen CDs to date. His all-Gershwin 

recording with Jeff Tyzik and the Rochester Philharmonic featuring Rhapsody in Blue and the Concerto in F rose to 

number three on Billboard's classical music charts, earning extraordinary critical praise. Other acclaimed releases 

include an all-Liszt disc featuring the "Dante Sonata"; a recording of Brahms' Piano Sonata in F minor; and 

Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto No. 3 and the Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini. Nakamatsu's 2008 recording of 

Brahms' Clarinet Sonatas with Jon Manasse was chosen by the New York Times as one of its top releases for the year; 

his latest disc with Manasse, released in August 2012, includes both the Brahms Clarinet Quintet and the Piano Quintet 

with the Tokyo String Quartet. Of his most recent release on the label, a 2014 solo disc of the piano works of Robert 

Schumann, BBC Music Magazine states, "Nakamatsu clarifies Schumann's mid-range saturated textures to a remarkable 

degree, reveling in its fantastic imaginings with rapier-like precision and effortless command." 

 

Since 1997, Nakamatsu has served on multiple international piano competition juries and has also been invited as a 

guest speaker at numerous institutions including the Van Cliburn Foundation, Stanford University and the Juilliard 

School. 

 

Nakamatsu studied privately with Marina Derryberry and has worked with Karl Ulrich Schnabel, son of the great 

pianist Artur Schnabel. He is a graduate of Stanford University with a bachelor's degree in German Studies and a 

master's degree in Education. 
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